
 To Whom It May Concern: 

 I am writing this letter to recommend Fernando De La Cruz  for a secondary Spanish position at a 

 middle school or a high school level. I have had the pleasure of teaching Fernando in three of our 

 teaching credential programs at Sonoma State University. He has several positive attributes as a person 

 that will make him an excellent teacher. 

 From the first day of class, it was obvious where Fernando’s loyalties resided; with the kids. He is 

 an advocate for all kids, however, his  life experiences in the field of Spanish also makes him an added 

 expert in the field. Fernando has an empathic view toward youth, and an instinctual lens that will only be 

 beneficial to his students. He is equally passionate about social justice and the importance of teaching 

 kids the culture as well as the language. Always ready for a healthy debate, Fernando will not tolerate 

 racism and intolerant views in the classroom. I found his lens in class to be exacting and refreshing when 

 it came to how to teach Spanish, literacy to ELD kids, and now in our seminar class; he is hyper focused 

 on his kids and preparing relevant curriculum to support their needs. He is constantly vacillating 

 between the traditional values of some prior teachers and the innovative rigor of Common Core/World 

 Language standards. 

 In our program, Fernando has been challenged with learning the new Spanish Literacy content 

 standards, the common core literacy standards, and the recently adopted ELD standards and framework. 

 He  knows how to construct a student centered curriculum and how to adapt his lessons for all students. 

 Currently he is  completing his edTPA, which assesses the process of teaching at an elite level. I am 

 confident that he will pass this task and graduate as scheduled in May. 

 It has been an honor teaching Fernando. He works hard inside and outside of the classroom and 

 never hesitates to question an assignment or a procedure. Fernando also is a candidate that appreciates 

 working with his  fellow world language candidates and wants to make sure his curriculum is innovative 

 and interesting. I have been teaching for 32 plus years and I am always impressed and enlightened by the 

 language students that choose to work with kids, vs. signing up with a company to utilize their language 

 skills for a bigger paycheck. Fernando’s interest resides in kids and them succeeding in school. He will 

 succeed wherever his expertise takes him in the practice of language acquisition. Please contact me if 

 you have further questions. 

 Sincerely, 

 Nancy Case Rico. MA 

 Faculty School of Education 

 edTPA Coordinator CSSE 



 Sonoma State University 

 case@sonoma.edu 


